THE  REGENERATION  OF  BRITAIN

The survival of this island and its inhabitants can no longer
be secured by a British Parliament, armed with Erskine May,
solemnly enacting the ritual control over Purse and Sword. It
depends in the first instance, on whether the advocates of
co-existence and co-operation in East and West (Khrushchev
and Johnson) can hold their own against the advocates of Cold
War and nuclear diplomacy (Mao and Goldwater). In the
long run it will be decided by whether we can convert the
embryonic world parliament founded at San Francisco 19
years ago into a body as effective as the Westminster
prototype.

At home, the freedom of the individual depends on develop-
ing a whole host of new techniques for keeping man's ascen-
dancy over the vast new power groups that technology has
spawned. This problem is sometimes oversimplified into a
struggle between the citizen and the state. That can be a part
of it, but it is only a part. The assaults on privacy and en-
croachments on liberty in a modern society are by no means
the prerogative of civil servants or ministers. We are bom-
barded by advertisers, pursued by salesmen, interrogated by
market research workers, rated for credit-worthiness, employed
by huge organisations, studied, indexed and labelled. We are
continually influenced by a host of special interests armed with
scientific techniques of persuasion who need us for their own
purposes.

In addition we are fast losing the battle to understand our
environment. The greater man's power over nature, the more
complex the business of decision-making becomes and the
more remote from, and unintelligible to, the ordinary person.
The explosion of knowledge is at once our greatest blessing
and our greatest problem* It enriches us materially and simul-
taneously alienates us the more effectively from the processes
of full understanding and informed judgment. For anyone
who tries, however conscientiously, to keep abreast of events
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